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be regulated in any way that experience proved best
On the other hand, the young men selected could be
given as high a general education as they could get
anywhere else in the country. West Point and
Annapolis give much more than a technical training
in the art of war, for their courses include many
studies whose real object is the development and dis-
cipline of the mind. In fact, appointments to those
institutions are sought every year by young men who
have no desire to enter the military service, and who
want the nomination solely for the sake of the educa-
tion it affords. A government college of this sort is,
indeed, a great deal better position than any other
technical school, because in the latter the students are
apt to neglect those courses which do not seem to them
to have a direct bearing on their success in their pro-
fession, while in a government school the career in the
profession is assured, and it is easy for the authorities
to direct the studies of the pupils into any channel
that they please. A school of this sort is capable,
therefore, of furnishing as high a general education
3,5 any University.
Like old Haileybury, a government school has one
decided advantage over a system of open competition.
It fosters an esprit de corps, which is sometimes not
very attractive to outsiders, but without which no
profession can do its best work; and although this
will undoubtedly grow up, to some extent, in any
case, it receives a forcible impulse from early associa-
tion in college days. In such a school, moreover, the